All that changed shortly before Cohen's death when in February 1918 Rosenzweig received a carbon copy of Cohen's still unpublished Religion of Reason Out of the Sources of Judaism. 4 In April he ordered a copy of the second edition of Logic of Pure Cognition.
5 By August 15, Rosenzweig was deeply absorbed in reading Cohen: "Cohen is incredibly tough going. I'd never have thought I would have had such difficulties again with a book of philosophy". But Rosenzweig has a few ambivalent feelings slogging his way through Cohen. Because "I'm still not sure it's really worth it to understand him. I'm almost inclined to think it isn't. But now I've started this, and I'll read him through to the end".
6 One day later: "I'm bogged down in Cohen's logic, don't understand much of it, partially because of my inadequate knowledge of math, in part due to his brevity, which is concentrated like the style of a protocol, or seems epigrammatic. But since I repeatedly forget he's dead and ask him questions, interrupt him, tell him impossible things he'd 'never put up with from anyone else' and he answers me back, it's actually very nice. I'm using the printed pages as a kind of magic book, a volume of incantations". 7 
